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S e p t e m b e r 4, 1984

Mr. Eric J o h n s o nU . S . Environmental P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c yRegion V I I I1860 L i n c o l n S t r e e tDenver, C o l o r a d o 80295

S u b j e c t : S i t e i n s p e c t i o n r e p o r t , R i c h a r d s o n ' s F l a t t a i l i n g s ,Summit County , U t a h
Dear Mr. J o h n s o n :

S u b m i t t e d h er ew i th i s a s i te i n s p e c t i o n report for theR i c h a r d s o n ' s F l a t t a i l i n g s .
Based upon i n f o r m a t i o n a v a i l a b l e at the time t h i s in sp e c t i onwas p r e p a r e d , it is recommended that t h i s s i t e be given N a t i o n a lP r i o r i t y List Cons iderat ion. I t i s f u r t h e r recommended that t h e F I Ttake HiVol s a m p l e s to score the route for air.

N , Richardson F l a t t a i l i n g s ar e located in th e NW 1/4 o f section1, T 2 £ , R4E, o f the Park C i t y E a s t , Q u a d r a n g l e , b e t w e e n Park C i t y andK e e t l e y J u n c t i o n . The exact amount o f t a i l i n g s on-site i s unknown.But it is e s t imated that there are a p p r o x i m a t e l y 7 m i l l i o n tons oft a i l i n g s most l i k e l y d e p o s i t e d i n t h e l a t e 6 0 ' s a n d ear ly 7 0 ' s .
The m i l l t a i l i n g s a t R i c h a r d s o n ' s F l a t came f r o m th e OntarioK e e t l e y mine and other mines owned by U n i t e d Park C i t y Mine s . Thet a i l i n g s are next to S i l v e r Creek and numerous small t r ibutarie sf l o w through th e t a i l i n g s .
Mr. Ray W o r t l e y i s current ly l ea s ing part of the t a i l i n g s f r o mU n i t e d Park C i t y M i n e s and i s using the t a i l i n g s as b a c k f i l l forsewer l ine s and roadbase.
During the J u n e i n s p e c t i o n s a m p l e s were taken f r o m groundwa t e r ,s u r f a c e water and t a i l i n g s . G r o u n d w a t e r concentrat ions o f arsenicat .325 p p m , cadmium at .120 p p m , lead at 31.8 ppm and mercury at0.26 ppm were f o u n d in a s p r i n g below R i c h a r d s o n ' s F l a t . It wasobserved d u r i n g the i n s p e c t i o n that t a i l i n g s were being blowno f f - s i t e . I t i s recommended that E P A ' s F I T collect H i v o l sample sd o w n g r a d i e n t o f R i c h a r d s o n ' s F l a t .

An Equal Opportuni ty E m p l o y e r



The score given R i c h a r d s o n ' s F l a t without the route for a ir i s36.19, but the s ta t e f e e l s wi th the route for air added it wouldincrease the score.
If you have any quest ions, p l e a s e contact Don Verbica.

S i n c e r e l y ,
/f .~<--X-x

Dale D. Parker, P h . D .Execut ive S e c r e t a r yU t a h S o l i d a n d H a z a r d o u s W a s t e sCommittee
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